WSSC Board Special Meeting Minutes

Tues., Oct. 6, 2020

7 pm to 8:47 pm via Zoom

Attendees:  Goss (Pres.), Persson (VP Players), Wiener (VP Coaches), Oltyan (VP Admin.), Allan (Treas.), Lucas (Sec.), Conway, Larsen, Hinthorn, Foulk, O’Byrne 

Guests:  Clydene Evans-Wenzel

This meeting was called to plan for the U6-U7 clinics, assess our Return to Play status, and to plan for RTP if possible.

U6-U7 Clinics:  The clinics begin on Sunday.  At least 3 board members will be present each session, more to begin with.  Wiener has created and posted a sign up sheet.  Evans-Wenzel plans to attend all sessions.  Allan, Goss, O’Byrne and Foulk volunteer for this Sunday.  Additional details regarding field set up, check in and waivers were discussed.
ACTION ITEMS:

Larsen will circulate a list of needed gear.

Goss and Foulk will go to the locker and get needed gear, including balls and ball bags.

Evans-Wenzel and Foulk will inflate and bag the balls, 9 per team.
Evans-Wenzel will purchase a stock of alcohol wipes for disinfecting gear on the field.

Larsen and Evans-Wenzel will prepare attendance logs and send to coaches.

Larsen will bring extra attendance logs to the field.

Evans-Wenzel will email program details to the U6 teams. 

Goss will pick up uniform order on Thursday.

Goss will compile a Coaches’ Packet to include field map, clinic plan and safety protocols.

Goss will prepare coach bags with uniform kits and all coach materials.

Larsen and Evans-Wenzel will contact the few coaches who still need RMA clearance.

Evans-Wenzel will bring a distance counter to the field for set up.

Return to play for U8 and above:  The Governor has issued a new framework regarding sporting activities.  We do not yet have the necessary input/guidelines/protocols from WYS, Mayor Durkan, the Parks Dept. or Seattle Public school, so there are still unknowns.  
Discussion was had about possible alternative soccer activities, including the Friday night skills clinics, a UKIS option, or an alternative type of clinic.  Oltyan questioned whether we could move the season to winter if the county moves to Phase 3; Foulk reminds that grass fields are often unavailable in winter per Parks, and that lights are needed much of the time.
ACTION ITEM:  Send any ideas for a U8+ fall soccer experience to Goss.

The myriad of issues to consider regarding return to play include the safety of all our participants, the complicated administration of the guidelines/protocols, the large amount of supervision which would be required, the news that game officials will play no part in enforcing Covid-related requirements at games, the long-term health and sustainability of WSSC, the quarantine requirements for anyone at a game should a player or coach later have a positive Covid test, the lateness of the season and related questions of field availability, the running two-week variability of whether games could be played as set out in the Governor’s latest announcement.  Substantial discussion was held.
Hinthorn moves that, in light of the current uncertainties, liability issues and short time frame, we cancel the fall season for ages U8 and above.  Oltyan seconds.  Goss proposes to amend the motion to include “in light of our resources” and to limit the motion to U8 to U12.  Hinthorn accepts these amendments.  Oltyan seconds the motion as amended.

In favor:  Hinthorn, Oltyan, Goss, Foulk, Conway, Persson, Lucas.
Abstaining:  Wiener, Larsen.

Opposed:  Allan.

Not voting due to technical difficulties: O’Byrne

Discussion was then had regarding the U13 and above teams, and including a GU12 team that is signed up for league play at U13 level.  Oltyan questions who has responsibility for administering these league games; answered that we do, at least as to home games.  Goss reads a statement provided earlier by O’Byrne that he perceives the older teams to be at increased risk in part because they will play teams from other locations where protocols are different, and he reports anecdotally that he has seen violations of protocols already.  

A 7 v 7 format was discussed.  Allan predicts many older teams would choose not to participate in this format.  Foulk reminds that field availability and set up could be an issue for this format.

Goss moves that in light of the current uncertainties, liability issues, our available resources and the short time frame, that we cancel the fall season for ages U13 and above, including the GU12 team playing up.  Oltyan’s second carried through.

In favor:  Goss, Hinthorn, Conway, Oltyan, Persson, Lucas.

Abstaining: Foulk (citing his representation of two programs); O’Byrne (citing his team’s potential use of a practice field that would otherwise be used by WSSC); Larsen, Wiener.
Opposed:  Allan.

ACTION ITEM:  Hinthorn will draft a message to the membership re season cancellation.

Important Dates:

Sunday, Oct. 11  U6-U7 Clinics begin

Monday, Oct. 12  WSSC regular board meeting, 7 pm via Zoom

